THE RECONSTRUCTION OF EUROPE
that something should be done, and ended up by sug-
gesting that he draw up a draft of the proposed alliance in
black and white. In feet, he soon returned with the draft;
Talleyrand leaped at the opportunity, read the draft,
touched it up here and there, and suggested a few modera-
tions. As soon as the actual text was agreed upon, he com-
municated it to Metternich. On January 3,1815, the three
powers signed the treaty in the utmost secrecy and pledged
themselves:
... to act in concert, with the most complete impartiality and
good faith, to see that, in the fulfillment of the Treaty of
Paris, the measures which must execute its dispositions are
carried out in such a manner as to conform as nearly as pos-
sible to the true spirit of the treaty.
It was thus a question of defending the Treaty of Paris
against one of its authors, and by every means which
might become necessary, including war. In a series of ex-
tremely detailed articles, the treaty considered the eventu-
ality of a war carried out by the three powers in defense
of the Treaty of Paris. This proved conclusively that the
Treaty of Paris was the cornerstone of the new European
order which the Congress was attempting to builcl. Eng-
land and Austria had now acknowledged it. Europe could
be saved only if it succeeded in completing the task in
Vienna that had been started in Paris in May, 1814.